
Meredith K. Wheaton
February 1, 1938 - March 1, 2022

Meredith Lee (Kellam) Wheaton, 84, of Longmeadow, MA passed away
peacefully on Tuesday, March 1, 2022 surrounded by her family. 

 Meredith was born on February 1, 1938, in Newark, NJ, the eldest child of
Minerva Elizabeth Borden and Jack Otto Kellam. Raised in Roselle, NJ,
Meredith attended Abraham Clark High School, where she met the love of her
life, Thomas William Wheaton. At fifteen years old, Tom proposed to her, and
Meredith accepted. Six years later, in 1958, Meredith and Tom were married in
Roselle, NJ. Graduating from Rutgers University with a B.A. in Speech
Pathology, Meredith would go on to work for many faithful years as a Special
Education teacher in South Brunswick and an English teacher and
Coordinator of Counseling Services for The Hun School of Princeton. During
that time, Tom and Meredith had five children and countless wonderful
memories together, but life sadly had other plans, and Tom passed away from
cancer in 1980. As Meredith was fond of saying, “however, some marriages
are forever”. Always with a curious and penetrating mind, in her spare time,
Meredith was a formidable bridge player, an avid reader, birdwatcher, and a
world traveler, frequently relating stories of her trips through Europe with dear
lifelong friend, Muriel Bollinger Windolf, and her cross-country trek to the west
in her iconic Jeep Wrangler. Ever the teacher, Meredith was also known for
her generous service to her community, whether it was assisting the local boy
scouts with their bird watching merit badges, volunteering at the Longmeadow
Senior Center, or writing monthly articles for the Emerson Manor Newsletter.



Her smiling face, attentive ear, and kind heart were always a comfort and
inspiration to her children and grandchildren alike. Through it all, her proudest
accomplishment was that she “lived within a friendly, passionate marriage and
raised five glorious kiddos”. 

 Meredith was predeceased by her devoted husband Thomas, as well as her
parents Jack and Minerva Kellam, and her brothers Forrest and Jeffery
Kellam. 

 She is survived by her five children and their spouses: Anne & husband
William MacKenzie of Barnegat Light, NJ; David & wife Allison Wheaton of
Longmeadow, MA; Ruth & husband Jim Nehlig of Princeton, NJ; Matthew &
wife Denise Wheaton of Ormand Beach, FL; Seth & wife Kathy Wheaton of
Wilbraham, MA; as well as her nephews Warren Kellam, Randy Kellam and
wife Diane; and niece Cheryl Orszulak and her husband Paul and son Noah.
Meredith is also survived by her eleven beloved grandchildren: William
MacKenzie (1988), Andrew MacKenzie (1989), Matthew MacKenzie (1991),
Thomas Wheaton (1993), John MacKenzie (1994), Sam Wheaton (1995),
John Wheaton (1996), Taylor Nehlig (1997), James Nehlig (1998), Letson and
Kendall Nehlig (2001); and one great grandchild: Joseph MacKenzie (2021).
We all love her and will miss her dearly. 

 There are no calling hours. Burial will be private at the convenience of the
family in Kingston, New Jersey. Memorial contributions will be graciously
accepted by the National Audubon Society. New England Funeral &
Cremation Center, LLC, 25 Mill Street, Springfield, MA has been entrusted
with the arrangements. Please visit Meredith’s memorial page at www.nefcc.n
et for expressions of sympathy.    
To send a flower arrangement or to plant trees in memory of 
Meredith K. Wheaton.
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Susan Spataro - May 20, 2023 at 11:04 AM

My heart felt condolences to Meredith's family. I was in her company
only a few times, many years back, but she was a lovely person. I
understand what it is like to lose parents, so sending love and
prayers to the family.

Susan Spataro - May 20, 2023 at 11:02 AM

Susan Spataro lit a candle in memory of
Meredith Wheaton

Bennett Miller - February 14, 2023 at 09:56 AM

Meredith was a sweet person. I regret that we were not in touch
except at reunions. She will be missed by the people who knew and
loved her, including me.

Carol A Fricker - February 14, 2023 at 09:56 AM

A bridge partner for many games. Many spoke about her at the
game today. A delightful person. I will miss her.
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Warren Kellam - February 14, 2023 at 09:56 AM

My deepest condolences to all family members and friends of my
beautiful Aunt Meredith. To me, she was a warrior and a true
inspiration. Love you all,\r\nWarren

Alice Ringert Lefebvre - February 14, 2023 at 09:56 AM

My sympathy to the family.  She was a friend &amp; classmate in
high school.  We seem to lose track of friends thru the years.

Patricia Ventura - February 14, 2023 at 09:56 AM

To Meredith&#39;s beautiful family -   My family and I share in your
sadness during this very difficult time.  Your Mom/Grandma has
been a member of our extended family for many years.  My brother
Jack and your Dad/Grandpa were fraternity brothers at
UPenn.\r\nMany fond memories of good times.  I was fortunate to
have a special phone &#34;visit&#34; with her on her 84th birthday.
 I will treasure her memory and friendship.  My thoughts and prayers
are with you all.

Rick Trivane - February 14, 2023 at 09:56 AM

Patsy Connolly Ventura, my cousin, expressed how our family felt
about Meredith. We all loved her.
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Ron and Angie Trivane - February 14, 2023 at 09:56 AM

Angie and I met this wonderful warm lady many years ago on
Pelican in Island N J while visiting my cousin and birderJack
Connolly. They loved to bird in many NJ sites like Brigantine. We
visited her often in her winter birding grounds in St Simon GA. We
loved sending Meredith birding articles. Our love of birds is deeply
rooted in our relationship with Meredith and Jack. \r\nWe extend our
deepest sympathies to her entire extended family and friends. Ron
and Angie Trivane

Richard Schroeder - February 14, 2023 at 09:56 AM

My condolences to the entire extended Wheaton family. I was
Meredith’s partner when she achieved her first victory in a duplicate
bridge game. She was truly joyful and I was very happy for
her.\r\nWe played as a once per week partnership for the next few
plus years prior to covid, enjoying both the game and the
friendship.\r\nMeredith RIP.  Dick Schroeder


