Arend-Jan Knuttel

May 10, 1947 - March 16, 2023

Arend-Jan Knuttel (Artie) passed away from COVID on March 16, 2023. He
was pre-deceased by his parents Adrian and Catherine Knuttel. He is survived
by his brother, Hajo Knuttel, and his sister, Anna Knuttel, sister-in-law Leigh
Knuttel, and brother-in-law, David Rhodes. He was Uncle to Niko, Lucas, and
Arielle Knuttel, and Theo, Annelies, and Derek Rhodes. He was Grand Uncle
to several grand nephews and grand-niece. He had many Didden cousins and
Knuttel cousins in the Netherlands.

Arend was born May 10, 1947 in Medan, Indonesia. He left Indonesia in 1955
and lived in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, for a year with Knuttel relatives. In
1956 he moved to Connecticut, first to Windsor, then to Glastonbury, Suffield,
East Windsor and Somers. He graduated from the Renbrook School in West
Hartford, CT, the Hinckley School in Maine, and received a BS in Architectural
Engineering from the Milwaukee School of Engineering. Following his
graduation, he returned to Connecticut and was employed at Knuttel Nursery,
Inc.

While at the nursery, Arend became acutely aware of the development
pressure on farmland, open space, and wetlands. He became an ardent
environmentalist and preservationist. Arend turned his beliefs into advocacy,
serving on the East Windsor Conservation Commission, the CT Association of
Conservation and Inland Wetland Commissions, the Scantic River Watershed
Association, and the Farmland Preservation Committee. Arend participated in
the Coalition for CT Archeology, as the preservation of cultural history and



resources parallels land preservation.

An accomplishment of which Arend was most proud was his work with the
Northern CT Land Trust. Arend, George Grant and Albert Grant, in 1987, were
the founders of the Four Town Land Trust, which became the NCLT. The land
trust now encompasses approximately 2000 acres.

Arend was a skilled artist. He would sketch incessantly, producing
architectural drawings, renderings, and drawings of historic ships. He was a
lover of history, with particular interest in military and maritime history.

Arend was very proud of his family name and heritage.

Arend will be greatly missed by his friends at Woodcrest Elderly Housing. He
was a helpful and friendly resident, sharing stories, and offering help to all.
The family wants to express our appreciation to the wonderful ICU staff at
Johnson Memorial Hospital in Stafford, CT and Mercy Hospital in Springfield,
MA, for their compassionate care.

A memorial service will be held on May 13, 2023 at 2PM in the Foundation
Room at the Somers Congregational Church, 599 Main Street, Somers CT.
New England funeral & Cremation Center, LLC, 25 Mill Street, Springfield, MA
has been entrusted with the arrangements. Please visit Arend’s memorial
page at www.nefcc.net for expressions of sympathy.

Donations in Arend’s name may be made to the Northern Connecticut Land
Trust, P.O. Box 324, Somers, CT 06071.

To send a flower arrangement or to plant trees in memory of

Arend-Jan Knuttel.



Tribute Wall

| saw Arend's obituary in the paper this morning, and it triggered
memories of my visits as a young child to my school-mate Ankie's
house, up the hill from my house in East Glastonbury. Ankie's older
brother "Artie" performed his impressive trick of spelling
"newspaper”, which to me was a very big word. | have many happy
memories of my time at the Knuttel house, playing in the garden
and learning about nature. | am so happy to be reminded of those
times, and so sorry to hear about Arend'’s passing. My deepest
condolences Ankie and Hajo and the Knuttel family.

Sandy Bailey - April 29, 2023 at 09:56 AM

We feel so blessed for having had Arend in our lives the past 3
years. A brilliant mind, a kind soul and helping hands and heart.
Arend was the first to knock on our door when we moved in to the
Woodcrest community. He shared all the ins and outs, helped us to
settle in and became a very dear friend. Hardly a day passed when
we didn&#39;t share time with him. We loved his life stories and
shared many philosophical and political views. He was especially
taken with our 7 year old grandson as they shared a passion for
ships of all kinds. He shared his immense knowledge with him, with
kindness, patience and fascination. To simply say &#34,we&#39;ll
miss him&#34; is a vast understatement. A number of times through
the past few weeks, since his passing, we&#39;ve started down the
hall to share some news, or food, or an article and caught ourselves
feeling the loss again. No more walks, no more lunches, no more
memories shared. Arend...you were one of a kind and we miss you
very much.

Ron & Paula Dupre - April 20, 2023 at 09:31 AM



